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BISHOP BURNE T“ 
E X HORTATION 
To all Mankind to Become 


TRULY RELIGIOUS, 


Who ORDER'D it not to be PUBLISHED 
Till after His Deceaſe, | 


Which was on the 15th of Mar cn, 1714-15, 
in the Scventy-ſecond Year of His Age. 


And by it He being Dead yet Speaketh, Heb. 11, 4. 


ADDRESS myſelf to Poſterity, (as if I were Alive) 
With that which is the moſt IMPORTANT 

of All Other Things, and which ALONE will carry. 
every Thing along with it, which is to Recommend 
in the moſt SOLEMN, and SERIOUS manner, the 
STUDY and PRACTICE of RELIGION, to AI 
Sorts of Men, as that which is both the LIGHT of 
the World Matt. 5. 14, and the SALT of the Earth, 
Matt. 5. 13, Nothing does ſo open our Faculties, and 
Compoſe and Direct the Whole Man, as an INWARD 
Senſe of GOD, of His AUTHORITY over Us, of 
the LAWS He has ſet Us, of His Eye ever upon Us, 
of His HEARING our Prayers, ASSISTING our 
Endeavours, W ATCHING over our Concerns, and 
of HIS being to JUDGE, and to REWARD, or 


PUNISH Us in another State, according to WHAT 
we 
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We DO in This: Nothing will give a Man ſuch a 
Deteſtation of Sin, and ſuch a Senſe of the GOOD- 
NESS of GOD, and of our Obligations to HOLI- 
NESS, as a RIGHT Underſtanding and a FIRM 
Belief of the CHRISTIAN RELIGION : Nothing 
can give a Man fo calm a Peace within, and ſuch a 
firm Security againſt all Fears and Dangers without, 
as the BELIEF of a kind and wiſe PROVIDENCE, 
and of a FUTURE STATE, an Integrity of Heart 
gives a Man a Courage and a. Confidence that Cannot 
be-ſhaken : A Man is ſure that, by Living according 
to the Rules of RELIGION, He becomes the WISEST = 


the BEST and HAPPIEST Creature, that He is 


Capable of being: HONEST INDUSTRY, the Em- 
ploying His Time Well, and a conſtant SOBRIETY, 
and undefiled Purity and Chaſtity, with a quiet Se- 
renity, are the beſt Preſervers of Life and Health: 
So that take a Man as a ſmgle Individual, RELIGION 
s His GUARD, His PERFECTION, His BEAU- 
TY and His GLORY : This. will make Him the 
LIGHT" of the World, ſhining BRIGHTLY, and 
ENLIGtITNING many round about Him: Then 
take a Man as a Piece of Mankind, as a Citizen of the 
World, or of any Particular State, RELIGION is 
indeed then the SALT of the Earth : For it makes 
every Man to be to all the reſt of the World, what- 
ſoever any one can with Reaſon with cr deſire Him to 
be, He is True, Juſt, Honeſt, and Faithful in the whole 


Com- 
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Commerce of Life, Doing to all Others that which 
He would have Others do to Him: He is & 
Lover of Mankind, and of His Country: He may, 
and ought to LOVE ſome more than Others ; but he 
has an extent of LOVE to All, of Pity and Compal- 
ſion not only to the pooreſt, but to the worſt; for the 
worſe any are, they are the more to be pitied ; He 
has a Cumplacency and a Delight in all that are Truly, 
though but defectively GOOD, and a reſpect and 
Veneration for All that are Eminently fo : He mourns 
for the Sins, and Rejoices in the Virtues of All that are 
round about Him : In every Relation of Life, Reli- 
gion makes Him anſwer all His Obligations : It 
will make PRINCES JUST and GCOD, Faithful to 
their Promiſes, and Lovers of their People : It will 
Inſpire Subjects with Reſpect, Submiſſion, Obedience 
and Zeal tor their PRINCE: It will ſanctify Wedlock 
to be a State of Chriſtian FRIENDSHIP, and mutual 
Aſſiſtance, It will give Parents the TRUEST- Love 
to their Children, with a proper Care of their Edu- 
cation ; It will Command the Returns of Gra- 
tirude and Obedience from Children: It will teach 
Maſters to be Gentle and Careful of their Servants, 
and Servants to be Faithful, Zealous, and Diligent to 
their Maſters concerns; It will make Friends tender 
and true to one another ; It will make them Generous 
Fais.fal, and Diſintereſted ; It will make Men Live 
in their Neighbourhood as Members of one common 


= body 
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Body, Promoting firſt the General Good of the 
Whole, and then the Good of every Particular, as 
| far as a Man's Sphere can go: It will make Judges 
and Magittrates Juſt and Patient, Hating Coverouſaeſs 
and Maintain Peace and good Order, without Reſpect 
of PERSCNS : Ir will make People live in fo in- 
offenſive a Manner, that it will be eaſy to maintain 
Juſtice, whilſt Men are not diſpoſed, to give Diſturb- 
ance to thoſe about them: This will make Biſhops 
and Paſtors faithful to their Truſt, tender to their 
People, and watchful over them; and it will Beget 
in the People an Eſteem for their Perſons and 
their Functions. Thus Religion, if truly received and 
ſincerely adhered to, would prove the Greateſt of All 
Bleſſings to a Nation: By Religion I underſtand ſome- 
what more than the Receiving ſome Doctrines, though 
ever ſo true, or the profeſſing them, and engaging to 
ſupport them, Not without Zeal and Eagerneſs. 
What ſignify the beſt Doctrines, if Men do not Live 
ſuitably to them; if they have not a due Influence 
upon their Thoughrs, their Principles, and their 
Lives: Men of Bad Lives, with Sound Opinions, 
are ſelf. condemned, and lie under a highly aggravated 
Guilt: Nor will the Heat of a Party, ariſing out of 
Intereſt, and managed with Fury and Violence, 
compenſate for the ill Lives of ſuch falſe Pre- 
tenders to Zeal; While they are a Diſgrace to 
chat, which they PROFESS and ſeem ſo hot for. 
a By 
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By Religion, I do not mean an outward compliance 
with Form and Cuſtoms, in going to Church, 


to Prayers, to Sermons and to Sacraments, with an 


External ſhew of Devotion, Or, which is more, with 
ſome inward forced Good Thoughts, in which many 
may ſatisfy themſclves, while this has no Force to 
ſubdue and rectify their Appetites, Paſſions and ſecret 
Deſigns. Thoſe Cuſtomary Performances, how Good 
and Uſeful ſoever, when well underſtood and Rightly 
Directed, are of Little Value, when Men reſt on them 
and think that, becaule they do them they have 
therefore acquitred themſelves of their Duty, 
though they Continue ſtill Proud, Covetous, full 


of Deceit, Envy and Malice: Even ſecret Prayer, 


\ 
the moſt effectual of all other Means, is deſigned 


for a higher End, which is to Poſſeſs our Minds with 
ſuch a conſtant and preſent Senſe of Divine Truths, 
as may make theſe Live in us, and govern us, and 
may draw down ſuch Aſſiſtance as may Exalt and 
Sanctify our Natures. So that by Religion I mean, 
ſuch a Senſe of Divine Truths, as enter into a Man, 
and Becomes a Spring of a New Nature within Him, 
Reforming His Thoughts and Deſigns, Purifying His 
Heart, and Sanctiſying Him, and governing his whole 
Deportment, His Words as well as his Actions; con- 
vincing Him that it is not erough, not to be ſcanda- 
louſly vicious, or to be innocent in His Converſation, 
but that he muſt be Entirely, uniformly and conſtantly 
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Pure, and Virtuous, Animating Him with a Zeal to be 
ſtiſl better and better, more eminently Good and 
Exemplary, uſing Prayers and all outward Devotions, 
as ſolemn Acts teſtifying what he is inwardly and at 
Heart, and as Methods |nſ{tiruted by GOD, to be till 
advancing in the Uſe of them further and further, into 
a more rc fined and ſpiritual Senſe of Divine Matters. 
This is tre Keligion, which is the Perfection of Hu- 
man Nature, and the Joy and Delight of every One 
that feels it Active and Strong within Him it Is 
true, this is not arrived at all at once 4 and it will have 
an unhappy Allay, hanging long even about a Good 
Man: But as theſe ill Mixtures are the perpetual 
Grict of His Soul, So it is his chief Care to Watch 
over and to mortify them ; He will be in a continual 
Progreſs, till gaining Ground upon himſelf; and as 
He attains to a good Degree of Purity; He will find a 
Noble Flame of Lite and Joy growing upon Him. 
Of this 1 write with the more Concern and Emotion, 
becauſe I have felt this the True, and indeed the only 
Joy which runs through a Man's Heart and Life: It 
is hit which has been lor many Years my greateſt 
Support; 1 rcjoice daily init; | feel from it the earneſt 
of that ſupreme Joy, which I pant and loig for; I am 
ſure there is nothing elſe can aiford any true or compleat 
Happineſs. I have, conficering my Sphere, ſcen a 
great deal of all that is moſt Siining and 1 empring 
in this World: The Plcaſurcs of Scaſe I did foon 
Nauſcate 
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Nauſeate :- Intrigues of State, and the Conduct of Af- 
fairs have ſomething in them, that is more Sprcious 3. 
and I was for ſome Years deeply immerſed ia theſe, but 
till with Hopes of Reforming che World, and of K- 
ing Mankind wiſer and better. But I have found, Thar 
which is crooked cannot be made Straight, Ecc. 1, 17, 
I acquainted myſclf with Knowledge and Learning, 
and that in a great variety, and with more Compals than- 
Depth, but bug b wi/dom excelleth Folly, as much as 
Light does darkneſs, Ecc. 2, 13, Yet, as it is a fore 
Travail, Ecc. 1. 13. it is ſo very defective that what 
is wanting to compleat it, cannot be numbered, 
v. 15. Thave ſcen that Two were better than On., and 
that a three-fold Cord is not ealily looſed, Ecc. 4. 12. 
And have therefore cultivated Friendihip, with much 
Zeal and a difintercſted Tenderneſs; but I found this. 
was only Vanity and Vexation of Spirit, though it be 
of the beſt and nobler Sort. So that upon Great and 
long Experience, | could enlarge on the Preachers 
Text, Vanity of Vanities, and ais Vanity, Ecc. 1. 2. 
But I muſt alſo conclude with him, fear God and keep. 
the Commandments, For 1his is ihe All of Man, 
Ecc. 12. 13. The whole both ot His Duty and Hap-- 
pineſs. I do therefore End all, in the Words of David. 2 
of the Truth of which, upon great Experience, 
and a long Obſervation, I am ſo fully aſſured, I leave. 
them as my laſt Words to Poſterity, Come ye Chil- 
dren hearken unto Me: I will Teach you the Fear 
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of the LORD. What Man is he that deſireth Life and 
joveth many Days? That he may ſee Good, keep thy 
Tongue from Evil, and thy Lips from ſpeaking Guile, 
Depart from Evil, and do Good ; ſeek Peace andPurſue 
it, the Eyes of the Lord are upon the Righteous, and 
His Ears are open unto their Cry : But the Face of the 
Lord is againſt them that do Evil, to cut off the Re- 
membrance of them from the Earth. The Righteous 
cry, and the Lord heareth, and delivereth them out of 
all their trouble, the Lord is nigh unto all that are 
of a broken Heart; and loveth ſuch as be of a con- 
trite Spirit, Ffalm 34. 11 to 19. So far the BISHOP, 

Saving Faith and its Effects, are as inſeparable as 
Fire and Heat, which is Acts of Real Goodneſs to 
our fellow Mortals, influgnced by the Precepts and 
Examples of Chris Buſineſs in this World was 
both to inſtruct Mankind, by His Words and Actions, 
who went aboyt doing, Good, Acts 10. and 38. He 
made His Converſatian and Behaviour a Preſident and 
Example which he enjoyned all his Diſciples to Copy 
after take my yoke upon you, ſays he, and learn of 
me, for | am meck and lowly in Heart, and you ſhall 
find reſt unto your Souls, for my Yoke is eaſy and my 
« Burden is light, 11. 29. 30. l have given you an Ex- 
* :anple, that ye ſhould do as I have done to you. John 
© 13. 15. For whoſoever ſhall Do God's Command- 
* ments, and Teach them, the ſame ſhall be called Great 
in the Kingdom of Heaven. M.g 19. THEREFORE 

He is the Beſt Preacher whoſe Life is the Text, 

And that is the Pulpit where He ſpeaketh Next. 
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